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OUR CHURCH STAFF

If you have a picture/flag of your veteran and
would like to display it on Sunday, Nov. 20, please
see Linda Hatley

Pastor Bob Whitter
(859) 962-0080
Bill Allen, Worship Pastor
(270) 963-0480

Sandy Leidecker, Administrative Assistant
(270) 554-3173

SERVICE TIMES:

Church Office will be closed on
Thursday & Friday,
November 24 & 25

Sunday Bible Study – 9 am
Sunday Worship Service – 10 am
Sunday Evening Service—6 pm
Wednesday Night Service &
Children’s Activities – 6:30 pm

Thanksgiving Meal (Potluck)
Sunday, November 20 @ 5 PM
Hospitality Team—#4—Cindy Phelps

Tuesday, November 8 @ 6 PM

Home of Dayna Newton

Student Ministry
Sunday, November 13, after evening service

Saturday, November 19 @ 9 AM

A Message from
Pastor Bob
The 11th of this month will mark 104 years since the
armistice that effectively ended fighting one of the most significant
multi-national conflicts in modern history—the conflict is known originally as the Great War (only to be renamed World War I once humanity was self-destructive enough to engage in an even larger conflict that
would result in the deaths of about five times as many people). At the
eleventh hour (11:00 am Paris time) on the eleventh day of the eleventh
month of 1918, shots ceased to be fired in the battlefields on the Western Front of World War I. While that ended the active fighting, it did
not officially end the war—most of the belligerent nations signed the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919, the United States conducted separate treaties with several nations in 1921, and the (then) new country of Turkey
did not have its final treaty in place until 1923.
I have a lot of interest in World War I. It is a painful
case study exposing the astounding limitlessness of human brokenness, with the belligerent nations each seeing themselves as fighting
for honor, allegiance, sovereignty, tradition, and other high human
ideals. Groups and individual people were so dedicated to those ideals
that they failed to see human beings on the opposing side, seeing instead only targets for destruction. They devoted the best of human
ingenuity to develop ever more destructive weapons—some of which,
such as chlorine gas shells, were even acknowledged as being excessive. They destroyed irreplaceable cultural artifacts. They created new
nation-states...but did so by drawing lines of their own convenience
rather than listening to what the local people wanted or, worse yet,
sometimes even killing thousands of people solely because of their
ethnic identity. They discovered technologies, medicines, and formulas—many of which we are thankful for today—but were solving problems that should never have arisen in the first place. And, for icing on
the human brokenness cake, victorious French leader Marshal Ferdinand Foch failed to institute a truce or ceasefire while the terms of the
inevitable armistice were being finalized, which led to 10,944 casualties
(2,738 deaths) on the final day of the 52-month war.
I will readily admit that what I have just detailed in
writing here is pretty dismal. Even simply putting it on paper made
me feel worse about our human condition, and it caused me to take a
break from writing this article to question my interest in such a subject.
However, in reflecting on that question for a few minutes, an answer
came to me. I realized that such painful reminders of human brokenness, while they foster powerful recognition of our sin, also drive us to
praise the God who steadfastly refuses to give up on us even though
that sin exists. The worst of us (be that “us” humanity as a whole, our
families, or our individual lives) causes us to seek the only unfailing
source of good that exists—God.

Message from
Pastor Bob
Despite the sinfulness of World War I, God
has yet chosen to redeem humanity through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and to work through our hands so
that God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. Despite
the sinfulness of a hate-driven man who on November 5,
2017, murdered 26 people and wounded 22 others, God has
yet chosen to love humankind and remind us that we are
children of the Heavenly Father. Despite the sinfulness of
injustice, fear, and oppression that make life so difficult for
people everywhere, God has yet chosen to suffer along with
the brokenhearted and use broken people to bring hope
through words and actions.
God’s peace to you amid whatever brokenness is providing challenges for you and/or your loved ones
at the moment. In those difficulties, remember the truth of the
words of blessing you hear each week at the end of the worship service: The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to
you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give
you peace.”’

Pastor Bob
Senior Pastor

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Deacon Meeting—Thursday, Nov. 17
@ 6:30 pm
Cabinet Meeting—Sunday, Nov. 20
@ 4:00 pm

FACEBOOK UPDATES!
You may catch updates and info about
Bellview on our Facebook page daily and
weekly… just search
@bellviewbaptistpaducah and like
our page.

